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Society     
: Radlett Musical Theatre Company


Production
: BARNUM
Date          
: Wednesday 6th March 2019
Venue

: Radlett Centre
Report by
: Michael Monk
                                                                                                                                Show Report

Thank you for your kind invitation to review your very much anticipated production of ‘Barnum the Circus Musical’. With all the recent hype of the ‘Greatest Showman’ a tall task was asked of RMTC to impress your local audiences. Lovely touch with the card tricks in the bar prior to the show, got everyone in a good mood.
Director – KAT ROGERS must be congratulated in delivering a very fast and pacy production from start to finish. The simplistic setting and period feel lighting design all came together as a lovely coherent production. With an excellent line up of principals it was sure to be a hit with the audience. I felt at this performance it was a show in two halves. Act 1, at times, the ensemble work was rather underwhelming with several errors from some dancers, not the usual high standard I expect from RMTC.  The circus skills, which we had heard of so much through social media, were disappointing. 
Musical Director – PETER ALLANSON although in the wings all evening with his band, they produced a great sound which is so much more difficult when not in the auditorium. All the principal and ensemble singing were strong with good diction, and the balance between band and stage was just perfect. Nice cameo appearance too Peter!
Choreographer – JILL PRIEST – A new name I have not come across before. Jill produced some delightful choreography throughout the show.  The ensemble gave good energy and vigour. As I said earlier in my report, I felt some members were struggling at times in Act 1 with their timing and remembering steps at this performance. The circus skills were quite basic and didn’t quite deliver the wow factor I was expecting. Act 2, was of a much higher standard. ‘Come follow the band’ and ‘Black and white’ were splendid.
All the various scenes moved quickly from one to another led by Stage Manager MARK WIGGINS, ably assisted by ASM ANNETTE ADKINS and crew KATIE CLEMENCE and CHRIS ROOK.  Although I have mentioned it before there was no credit again in your programme for the set design or who supplied it. Perhaps the programme master copy of the production credits page needs looking at! 
Lighting Design & Operation – ADAM BOTTOMLEY gave us some impressive designs and deft touches with lovely use of gobos and stage haze. I particularly liked the footlights period feel which gave a lovely look but once established your FOH could have been better utilised. Having said that, there were several scenes and musical numbers where faces were underlit lit and too dark. 

Sound Design – MATT BREE was all on cue and the balance between orchestra/band and performer was executed very well indeed.
Projection Design – SIMON NICHOLAS – Delightful projections and the finale pictures were a nice touch. A shame the wigs weren’t available for the individual pictures.
Wardrobe – Managed very well by GISELE YOH and supplied by TRIPLE C COSTUME HIRE. Bright, colourful and lit up the stage. I particularly liked the black and white costumes in Act 2. Nice attention to detail with Wigs, hair and accessories.
Properties – BONNIE & MICHAEL JOYCE, ANNA CROSS - All the props and set dressings were well managed and very appropriate for the time period. Nice auditorium touches with the Tiger, Drum and the colourful stage drapes across the front of the stage. 

Phineas Taylor Barnum – MARK DAWSON – Congratulations Mark on delivering a fabulous all round performance full of energy, charisma and excellent stage presence. You commanded the stage which is just how Phineas should. Excellent vocals skills from slow romantic to fast patter numbers. Great story telling and your audience interaction was masterful. Lovely moments throughout the show with Charity a delight to watch. 
Charity Barnum – EMMA STRATTON – Congratulations Emma on what was a faultless performance from beginning to end. Your stage presence, vocals and versatility were exemplary. A confident and superb support to Phineas throughout. Delightful characterisation bringing humour, charisma, depth and beautiful singing. Your death sequence was most moving and very effective. Not a dry eye in the house.   
Ring Master/James Bailey – STEVE BROWN – Delightful performance with high energy and exuberant stage presence. Excellent story telling with perfect diction. Steve came into his own with excellent vocals as James Bailey. 
Joyce Heth – PAULA APPIAH - A new face I have not had the pleasure of seeing perform before.  An enjoyable performance. Perhaps a higher piano stool might have helped visually as we could not see you very well from where I was sitting for the beginning of your number ‘The Colours of My Life’. Your vocals for ‘Black and white’ were great! 
Jenny Lind – CHERYL AUGHTON CLARK was perfectly cast as Jenny Lind, pretty as a picture with a good Swedish accent and a truly glorious soprano voice. 
General Tom Thumb – DAWN TRAVELL gave a very confident performance as General Tom and the one number was a lovely highlight of the first half. 
Chester Lyman/Amos Scudder/Julius Goldschmidt – RICHARD KESSEL – Confident performer, always delivers. I felt three roles was one step two far unfortunately. A little more change in characterisation was required rather than just a costume change and different glasses.
Mr & Mrs Stratton – Martin Scott & Rachel Permutt – Good support and well delivered vocals in ‘Bigger isn’t Better’
The Programme, Anthony Hyde, delivered an extremely well presented and very informative programme. Please consider entering into the programme competition. All details and forms can be found on the NODA website.

Thank you once again for your warm welcome and hospitality.

Best wishes

Michael Monk

Regional Representative 

NODA London District 10 (Musicals)
Keep in touch with Curtain Up! - NODA London's e-newsletter.


Follow us on Twitter @NODA_London

Dates for your 2019 diaries :-

NODA Festival Sunday 9th June 2019
Summer School (See NODA WEBSITE FOR MORTE DETAILS) 27th July – 3rd Aug 2019

NODA London have 3 bursaries for those who need financial assistance. 


Be inspired by amateur theatre








NODA – Be Inspired by Amateur Theatre

NODA – Be Inspired by Amateur Theatre


